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Pechniques of Terror
{ wsed 0 looe he nighl with its guied
Pices | fear s approach, ferventiy foping thal Bhe Gay
el neper-end

Tl .;||-_:-_'.\_"':, castles, desolabe landscapes
black clouds racing Bdacnsl the MOOf—LEvER0
are the lrappings of the gothic tradition. Early
| gothic sones tald of mystery. fear, and Gesas
This ks the classsd hommee In which Haversoll has its

roods. It can creep into any campalgn, b any wodld i

you kndw the elaments thiat gwve it lif'e

The Dature of Gothic Korroer

Fear s ol the heart of every gothic, but it is not bom of
shock and gory detall, Modern homor may toutinely
clice, dioe, and disembowe] 13 veClima o Creale fead
bt gothic hormor nelies on subtier techniques. it unfe
.'i:ﬁ!_r.:q!-r leases and bveis i wictims wilh feirois

danael is clear, dealh by an ondinary knife would s=em
& relpi?

Iy & slasher fifkn, the question is not s0 much wha
will happen 8 when, Alter the story ends, the word wil
again be mundane, § only you Can avoid the manssd
with the cheaver, o2 tale of gothic horrar, Whe ulcome
s urmown. A sense of danger and [oreDadang poarme-
gtes the atmosphere, A dark mystery underlies the hor
rors, and despile all warnings 1o the contrary, the char-
acterd are compelled o unravel B

These innocents are trapped in a whirlpool of con
flicting #motion, driven by o desire 1o experience the
awful truths they senac are real. and dreading it a3 the
while. With each step, they discover Lhat the wild is
farger and more twisted than they once supposed, and
that man & smadl helpless, and nalve,

Darh Plots and &ntiheroes

Gothic plots are driven by the ant/heroes themselves—
dark, evil ligures whote passions are no longer human
Yat scene part of them always remains so, and therein
Bies the hosror. Vamplres, ghosts, and wetcwodves head

ture ofc= fived a8 & mormal monal, though soffow and
sy aften talnted B3 Kle, Because they so closely resem
ble hurmans and reprasent the dark alde of man, they
are terrifying in & way that Godslls could never be.

Theae supeihurman villaing ane thie souwrce of melan-
chalia that pervades most gothic horror. The monster’s
existence 5 rarely satisfying. For many, sn inténse lone
liness of unhappiness drives those dark deeds, hough
this does not excuss their hornfic actions

L L S

ghrauded i darkness. By the time the troe natuoe of Lhe

the pack of gothic menstrosities. In each <ase. the crea-

Setting

Witkin the desclate lands of Bavenloft lie the rapging:
cf 8 golhic woene— aitleE. marsion, monastesy, amsd
civpl, Whateves the sbroctuse, il Is maost often. massive
and goomy, W EN vauited cedeuge, Sweemn Flanfcasts
ard dark =rdleis hallwavs. A Teeling of e e U
permeaies the gothic setting: Dl - InoKS 1he floors
aone walls crumbde v decay, and (hon Gales paralyse
with Fusl Chiaveyanss vellsd in rmed; (odiing el
mbnastenes shandaned wive for 8 Iew shiouded ||'}..:r'\.
that slip through the paisages at ilght Bike shadows—

th=ne too T the aothic tradiion

Powers of Nature

Vasi landscapes angd mdisive castl=s may make an
ordinady ErRON = smadl, Bk i & nolhung Companed
b G & Beebndpiaieess Belare Malue Sk CAN el

A S Sinenayln wth driving haa, oF Cf Il thaie Blood wetr

-~ walers. More often Mature secks 10 mode the will
cesscheis, cold, misly rains dampen the sirongest of
snefits. Liark chouas ang m the aw ke & Thigat, o

gather to signal immdnend doom. |5 the gobhes novel,

Mature 8 rarcly emgsarial b b ol olen Tamily allicd

wlf eyl |.-.-.-'..5r-§ 1he wiCLim e Mol powerieds than

ey Ry Irmagned

Sensualify and Seduction

Cothic horror In steepsd with sensuality, Villlain snd .
iy akhie Are EEndy @wane of Louch, tasle, O, S
amiell. Every pore B luned (o danger. When emoi s
mEninent, Sendabions walp and intensihy; e hearl
quichiens, and blood sunges, Coursing throwgh the s
tim's brain with a dealening roar

Seduction is a common theme, but il is not limied b
the most obvious romantic sense. Fragrant orthards

neanng

enlice wanderess 15 Enged, though twilight =
vamisre cannol enter a home until the viclen |ullied oy
its charms, nviges L In. Somehow, the victans are Grasn
toward a situatron they would normally résisd

Dark Dreams

Darkness stips into Ravenloft the ways a dream Crecy
inka the sheepes’s mind: saftly, slowly, and unrelentdigi
As im & dream, the fines between what 15 real and lalse
begin 1o blue,

Elements that echo dreams (and nighimares| Bl
gvily crovice of gothic harror, Fag, misl, ond s light
Blur the senses (o create conlusion and uncertamt)
Every shadow may be the encmy, every breezc e
breath of evil It makiers mod o such susgucions afe =4
because the lear is real. Gothic stories bour the cafs,
primitive comers of the mnd=—where the harrors can
just as deadly

—
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the lide They are ke 3 stgnge, grepl sea, cloaking dan
gers mone homilping than you can imagine

4o ks Donsko

T o | ¥
o Sieep Witk

= trafd s rrvsterious paci with “Death® hneve
{ );1'1 CARY Changed the Iate of s leend amid his
! seopie. The lamd of Barowvia was duplicated In
the Etheres| Flane, and the poople In Strahd's
I e e weie IFBNERarieds 1o ths ciesbed kand
Ihe new Banowvia formed the

Demiplane of Deead

st domaln 5 the

of ngvenaott as Ik came o Do

Soon, nihet lands werte pulled into the Demiplane of
Dyead. rach Enonaonin 1 A% owr Wike lond, Do, 1he
dombens of Ravenlolt are refages of ulbimate darness

i whikch ihe accurned are foreve?d doomed o suller oe

Darh Lands

Ravenlkoft s a woild of stastingly beautilu
lards il Bawve &b once an ally
poge, By day, the seltings are bresthlaking—the
windswept heath with Dramdhes aflarrie In autumn
color, soaring peaks with by sumirits plercing the sky,
mouniain wtreama tumblng thouaands of leet iMoo an
explosion of glittering spray, Bul as the sun drifts west
B beooimes evident thal this 5 no place foo travelers 1o
Hmger. When neght falls, the warkd is cloaked i impen:
eirable darkness. A chill rises from the soll and conta
menates the air Suddenty, “brealthtaking has new
S ning

Urilile other worlds, domains i the Land of the
Mists do not always follow the rules of nature
Samelimes. the dark powers Lthat rele these lands will
incresse a doman losd's power as 8 "rewnnd” o evil
acis. When this happens, the domain ofien transforms
Bs well These lands can muliate, expand, reiccale,
condense, disappear, o even hink with ather realms,

The Demiplane of Diead compriasy several diminct
reghons, The most obvious of these are the Mists. 1L is
fromm these vaporous switls that the dark powers draw
forth the prisons in which they confine the vanous
dowmnabn dords. These misty lingess reach into other
workds pndd other planes, snatching those evil enough
o deserve thelr awn dark prisons. Within the plana of
these mysierious vapors le many dfferent demains. In
general, these domaing fall into four general cate-
gories: Pockets, lslands of Terror, Clusters, and Core
dmadns.

Pochets

Pockets are the o minos of Ravenioft's terribile pris-
ons. A Packet dormain et completely within the bor-
ders of apother, lafger domain, Despite its placement

seductive
re and & cold, knaseiy
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within anathsr land sach Pocke? has s own

Some Pockels are not even phrgsically rooted o o It-""ll‘l
gecaraphecal location mowve fiem |
are called Floating domains, These can i

Poacket domalns That
peince b place

eitlet ranacenly (rip N afd Sl &f flétent damaing af
mowe about M:'I'- thie dosmain lord |
of this map are | Aluk
Tha area ol
rid the Hesdless Hosseiman [ also

jepicted on the frant), howeves, lunctions a3 a Floating

The Pockst domairs shows

Castle lsland and the House of Lament

AR e o

Ielagds of Terror i
Thoigh larger than Pockets, llands of Terror am
miged on all sides by the Mists., An lland realm s fEf |""

eraly compased of a lair and the SUSMoLndng geo

praphcal regmn. Moast of these domaina are relatively L.,

wmall, but some have besn nown LS encompass hun

ey of square milles | |
hlands of Terror are complelely. solated by the Mists %

that surmound them nly the Vistand (o mysterous

race of fypaies thal wander the Demiplans) and & fow

pricsin can navigale these Mgy o the Bisnds mist i

funcissn incdependently of one another. Ii

(lasters ":":
Mot too fong ago, chaos swept theough Ravenloft, and 1 B
the Dermibplans was ransformed by an event kpown a4 |
the Grand Conjunclion, When the Mists cloared. 1he
geography was greatly changed. The most Tascinoting
Feature of this rew configuration was the appearance of |
Chushars l
A Cluster is a gathering of domains thal, on thelr ,

owh, woukd probably be considered slands of Terrar g
To be sure, most of the currently identified Clusters I t
wete forged out of fragments that were presiausly I
Intards ’

The Gore

This mag features the Core, which ks by far the largest [
land mass in Ravenkolt, compiising over taenty five | e
gomaint and two seas, The vast majority of the Core

domains have a temperate climate and a rugged

forested geography. I

In Eight of the recent grouping of domains, some “""
believe that the Core itself s fittie more than a giant i
Chuster, Whether of miot this is true, the Care |s defi. ’
nitely the largest (and most temifying) group of |
dowriaing in the Land of ihe Mists, Even more i

tantly, this continenl of disconient boasis soma ol the
mieat @vil beings in the mulliverse
The Core itaalf saems o center around Barovia, the
first domain to appear in the Demiplane of Dread
Barowia's vampire lord, Strahd von Zarovich, seems ¢ |
be soina sory of |j'r'|l.:hp|r| hu_'duﬂ.g the whole condinend :
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The Lords of Ravenloft

Coergone s lrapped—in one way o another, Some have
pretiver cages, that's all

= Ao 'I:!"'.'\-
Dance of the Dead

b ulers of Ravenboll's domains do nol dwell
r 5 the Land o the Mists of thelr own free will
|I.. M Eather, they are prisoners of dark powers thai
heold) wwy ower the Demiplane, While some
have cofme Lo brimis with Ui Eate, athers would da any
thing 10 escape the shackles of Mist that hold them fast.

Dark Curses

Whils the domain losds do Indeed have {resl power
each ales Lsbwowrs under the burden of & |:r-=1|r:'-|: s
They may have been “rewarded” for thelr el acts with
Eherr o realms, bt thes is ke consalation. The fate
o the domaln bneds 15 actually far wome than that ol
e tubjects of the adventuren whes explare thels
SOUTHE T
Mot onty are the domain loeds prisoners n thieir
ardds, bt they are denied that which they most desire
The exect nature of this curse varies, bod 0 owill absayvs
Be such that the dormain lodd wold W Iy @lwe up
anerything 1o be rid of L Mowever, trerough thelr evil
daeds, the darkloods inevitably desioned thelr own

curses long bofore the dark porwers 1obk fotles of them

Darhloros

Thess el called “da klards” are intirmately thad 1o Hhi
fabeke of Raverdoly, The lord is the viely hesifl ol the
provinge. The terrain, the natives the rreraber the
effecls of macke. amd ¢ “Ef LhE frermies (here are all
refectoni o the curied rulsr

Adam (Darklord of Lamordla): The monster Adam s
a patchreotk of bady pas frem different hustan
LiMpast—adlh parl pariect, the whols groleadue, Adam
wal credted by D Vietor Mordenheim, who used (he
pars o many dead men to give hirm e, As he grew
odder, Adnm's wenstura ||¢||:r¢- manfdesisd in & .;:r|_|-_-|
coposdion. Cventualhe he murdered (he doctar’s wils
Elise, kidrapped their edopted daughter Fva, and fled
fto the Mixis. Thal naght, he became the dahibord &l
Lamaordia, and the land welcomed him

Mow, Adam lives as a rechuse, usually dwed] g in A
£avie on the lale ol Agony and Tndng as wildly and frechy
83 an arumal, Mowever, he doies ot want to be o heasd
he wanis o be human, Though this frastrated ereslune
Faates D, Maordembaeis for ciealing b, he Cannol baing
rarmdes 1o harm b cfealor. The lnnd hays bound them
wogether in both beody e spinl e msonsier Taels the
COCTOn & Pyl pamny and the doctod, i turn, shares

e FASealed 4 elarnil ahduih

= —

— - = -

Adarre, Gabrielle (Darklord of lnvidia): Gabrielle Wik
bars in the desmaln of Richemulat 1o an oufcast of the
myaleriaus Yiatand, the mystenols gypaies of Ravenbof.
ke W up bister and lonely, eventuslly coming 9
blame her mather e that lanelin#ss Thus, whel 8
serewall attacked Rer mother, CGabrielle jeft her 9 die.
AL that point, the Mists closed around Gabrielle and
barcascil her to vl where ahe destrmyed the ruer
mind Dt & (e e dailbord

As the yeary patted, Gabelelle afowly Decams el
tomed 1o her mpnsonment. She took many lovers
armused hersell by spuiling the refationships of athers.
S brealed Ber oaers wiih Seddla aralavirg them mé‘h
ner el ey and discanding them wien he fgEeE et
but none were ahie te comiort her ternbis loneliness.

Ewven when she had her ows child, this knaliness dicd
nat abate. Bespite har genius in manipulsting otheri
she wat na muatch bar her son’s fendish infathect ""':r?"!"
be Friahad toying with her emotions, he wrealed poiitl-
cal contial af lavicia Fram ke e AV Feet i e bt
1o Fee her homa

Gabiteile s row a bvoken woman, trapped by her owi
griel, guit. and impotent rage. Monethebesa alpr remasid
B A manioulston, speddineg anger, fear, s [maluiy
thifoughiut hes domain, though now thoss eflons ane
directed al destronding her aon Despile hes ahiesunn
with destrovirg afl Vistand and wreaking hed revenge of

Fiei s, they bre lorever helkd out of her reach

ApBlanc, Tristen (Darkbosd of Fortorm) Trizien's
fathar was killed by & scavenging vampire When e
aross 85 & vamplre, his conBicting feslings of kove and
hunaper maddensd i, He fod om Tristens mother; but
e S0 not bring Riddel] to kKl Red Thus, [rsten way
Do wilh warmplrism m hls vl
Eventually, Tristen's pareris wehe Hilled by & Fl'll?h. Ml
drulds reared him. At the age of (Bcen, Traben Degan
lo exhibit slgns of vamplirism: When his adoptive
mnther d f i secrel Trsien killed her and
orank e @ 34 abe dhpd ke curssd him to AEveT
jEavhe thie dmpids sacred growe and 10 ve eteirlly i

roe his ewvil, S & 2N P (Wal ImiDiEee "'-'_. i,

Tristem died alos
r'r.ll"'-”.;l-.- drbed Feirm biy piee B .-;?.: LN
.:_In-.,r_r A ireored eo e mriureder scepe :-'.|I|l|'-1|-' . e
reginned mortal fomm the next maming, Durisg the iy
v waika the hally of Rig eastle, which was boill on e
El o M ve, &% vampyre (@ Mving race of
Bhaoadsuc kari |, b eaek PiE e dims & Sesrng death

and DECOImeEs. 4 ghenl

o Sl 1l

Aralen (Dhasklard of Dark Aralin was once &

e Bis o frik led @

8y Exsoted the DOsE

baeased with --Nﬂ-ﬂq
wbeifuper, hogeirg EREE

WP S LR BN FILITAF WK

1 k0 Bppaas s [athet N

ayefed § pdacetd Tor rr.Hl‘\‘J*i"l‘:!:'

e hirmael into & As an undead maage, ho raked i

el Lo miEiled his sulhects fof deceaced, WHen hey 19

r"'l.'\-'r'rlil TN W 2ai - wer
rebellian agalnak hirm, ke pe
Fromm thal poind an. Be Became
VT IMOrs Poreiei afd Magical &
he Could relamect B
fAEsiey [Nl Caned i

in hils mearch, B dise
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¥ againad him, he fed indo the Mists, where Darkon
=l created for lam B rube

3 the years pasaed, Azakin's desire io escage the
*nd of the Mists only increased. He was certain that
SUARd von Tasovich wai the linchpln that held the
CETTURAane together, AMer several failed attermpls b
:f'i":"’ his domain, Asafin enacted one last desperats
Plan. He boir 3 glgentic apparabus known as the

o, Mo hoped that !h'l;' mEchine wola

ransdoem him it 3 demilich, releasing him from the
AreEp of the dark powsrs. When the machine was scli-
faied, Aralin ditapoeared. Mone have seen him since
irmie, Bl e | stilll Badleved b control that dark

= NATERASL oley

thai i

Borftsl lvana (Co-Dasrkdord of Borca): As Ivana
W up, she was tauchi o distrust men by her mothet
. whade lovers tended b disappedl mysteriously
el there remained in the young woman's heart a
yeaning to be loved. AL age seventeen, she [ell in love
®ith & young band named Meter, Bt might have been s
appy ending for Use pade, bl her mothsi |-:'all:\-'..15.|].' [t
an end Eo Uhesr Blas She came bo Pleler's bed In dark-
Ness and tricked him into belleving she was her daugh-
ter When Ivana discoversd them, she was shathehed
amilie [nEisted that Pieter had seduced her and
capecied Ivana to follow i the family radition and kil
FiifTi

varS Boaghil & e 4 COnlact poison frewem &
necromancet. She aatlied i o her lips and Uhen pod

L. arm

ned feEr fgvet wah 8 W -'|l\.||r"\.|.l|ﬁ|-| [he fEesErdrreEnl
over the betrayal 1o buld, vsna evenbeally podaied
ar mather as well, The dark powers were well pleased
wiill e drplh ol Fer wrath, s they rendered el moital
RETY |.i-r|-r|.|r|rr-| it rracde har darklord o Borca
Iwarum in bither 85 e core, deatroying relationahips
whetever she poes and polsnning any men who dare
TUrT Fr, [Wanm Pt "':.l LRadaing (omance and ko, yet
tecielly she 0l longs fosr £ aimpanid ship. Her curse s
o forever pOne PO QrsDEmes Fietsr, but inev Labfy poeson
Ty M ahie loves
Luririg &n uphedval Bt srally reshaped the nd,
hat 3 Been Didinfiy a & oo
9 o e 0 Ehesr manaee af opposdte shdds of the
st darmiain, bickesaa
anathet-- Egch of them canulantly seekd 5 few podson

that will il K Oy yed

e SOminred i"‘lr |4 "Le]

ang ploiting sgainad cne

Dol FertAE TETUEhE LD Ry

mder the &ects of fath Adw

tn scregime and cormvulie
ST

d'Homalre. Bamises [Dacklord ol Dementlieu): Even
a5 3 child, Dominic Could sugnest an ea &0 subtly, &0
sklifuliy, thal mosl people would Believe 8 was Dl own
Oty e woukd pil ore peruon agalns anciher, soOme-
Laees, Clbiging serosu damage bt
telmgrrm. FHE ITOE Chddd
mpereraled, the happier Larminie Became
Fin el peoity, e e granted FRe domialn

Deegpite hin abilaty 1o

Dl ks cursed 1o pever fing fove

e LARRIA] L
ingef, Bl Muah® el TR

As g peward lor
o Daarriantlicu
Rl vEr,

AR 018 et

I e FAdiE FOETaRn

tically attracied he becomes to a woman, the uglier sha
lnds him, Te ethers, his appesrance is unchanged, h'il‘l-
bo het, he becomes repulsive, The curse leaves him bit-
ter and frustiated, He actually killed his Erst love in
anger, for she could not bear the sight of him. Thus, his
marrinpe is one of political convenience, with RO Bmo
tiaral Somnds.

Difllanya, Ivan {Co-Daskdord of Borea): AL age six,
(VR was 1dlureeg animah-—sormeiimes 1o death. At
jen, he poisoned @ servant's child afer she siole 2 pas-
Lry. Ivon lnughed as the poor wail died. Finally. i age
iwelve, lan poisoned his mother, Only his Snter
Mristing could expect no hasm from him, for han loved
her deeply. However, when ahe eventually married and
had & child, lvan become intensely jealous and pal-
sofitd e Al i

Fot that vile deed, [van's own familly chased him into
the Mists, When he emerged, he found a land to st s
pwn tastes and named the land Dorvinka. Dunireg an
upheaval that reshaped the Demiplans, I'HI'-'I"I"LE'. b
dommain merged with Borca, which was need oy hes
eongaln lvana Boritad,

beme mever bast Bls expenalve cravinga, particulany
far fine deaserts and rofe winees, thowgh he koat his
sense of 1asle bpon becoming a darklord. To hir all
drinks are ke bile, all foods are ke dust. He feels the
joss Resnly g wosald aBCTERCE wirtually anyons and
aryihing to regain s patale

it |8 remioted that lvan often wishas at night in 2 cold
sweat, calling Lo his skster Kristina in leono His atten
danta dare not mention these events in his presenoes
Her namé 1§ lige porson; repesl il o Ivan, aned bes il

wake sure Uyé fELles aSne falal

Drakov, Viad (Darklord of Falkovna): Lra=os
haacied & mercenary band Aoled fof s fulls=iansas
and hrotakty. U'T!r"r."‘"f-liTl-!'..'i? the el koed of Darknn
[ o "1':_-1.-r|;_-.-._--_||-5|_ Viad pillaged & amadl willage in that
domair. As was his custom, he had the residenta
impabed on thick pikes. Wiven the 2t victim ceased to
wrihe gnd moan, the bodies budned SlS JOMIES BRd
attacked Dranoy's men, W desseralion, the meicenaries J
fled o the Misis

A s dormalin opened wp for Drdsov, an
becamme its ord, Though Vied had always 2
ke, what he 0wy oS e was (R nespeect off other
milers and the strength to instill fear and awse n other
Herwewver, his former masters wer= ra looger prs
n of Barkon

il [
spuled 1o

OGS
senl Lo sppreciale his positon, and Az
w50 poweriul that fie loodked Gowm O
Dirakoy's former employers did. The other nearby rulessy
woare women and fops, nof the powecful men of war by
whom Drakoy wanted (o be ackngeladged Thus
Dirakov's powes remains unietogruned, leawing hom
per and frostssted

WIER fo lends U CongusT sl md esders 1O mgdeia
Crakov hea developed ol forma
faveris pastsmne femains the ahasreabon of 3 o
P40 maioer whed o aehial e

phaivl. He waually has viclern mpaled while he dines on

P s just as

I armuserment. His
i |
LT i el W L

el L
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hie [maece. When Drokoy Fnviles guesis o wiiness thee glride baldly acnods e moantains, [hus, Hailik drea 1
apeciacie, an cechestira plays in the background sheap and ey pollons and philiam (o delay the
I [talile. Thanks bo this magec, Be alerpa only ance
odefiney, Willred (Darkiond of Marden! ) Loed every [ew days
Wilkred muartied Eaxtelle Weathermay and took et o live
fi Bl estate i Mosdent, When his eife Bore him 8 Hicagaard, Trsten Malken (Darklasd al Mava
fermale child, e vile lempeted Godelray wis exiremely Vassal: Tristen's father was & fcbde and fair . Bt
angry. Dunmg a fit of rege he killed his wile, and when he had one fatal Baw, If he even imagined his young
the litle giel atiempled o nlervens, he Eilled her s wile was unfalthfe o hism, he New v an e
well Then Fe made @ kol ke an accident In the sta e day e Caldghl Bed wille in Uhe arms ol anothe i
B absconlenag P Beesl S1allen 1o prove the paint and kiled them both Only later dd ke lea s
Fior the next year, the spizila of his wile and doughies man had innacenily been tieaching hes wife how t
haunted Godefroy, untll he finally commitied sulcide venliz, Wish her dving beeath, she corsed him to kil a
Mk sven cealth woakd ree Mm Iroem s curse, howeved wioaman e fell in lowe with, oo any iman Ual Crosse )
Mg 5 gphost Godefroy fears only his wile and daughler hirm. Unable o face up fo his ewil decd, Trimten s fatbhe
Each night. [ ady Goodefroy and her child hund down killed himgelf, and the ourse transferred e his por
Lased ﬂmr‘rr_'_. and 1=ar =t his nL';,'hli'-g.'rql Mesh CLNIng Thie cwise firdl manifeued when Tinten turned (0
i B theesr prurders. Loerd Godefroy ahways daes whal e The wictim w35 3 falr-habred peatant girl wha
e can o hide From them, which & VETY ltehie, He wvents workad as a sarvant iy = farnily castls, The Crims =0
his fear and frustration on thoee foolivh enough 1o vied gurcikly fushed wp, but it left the young by with "
the house on Grvphon Hill, wfikch & uniihalaied a emclscni] scars. He was by Aature a Bl ]
least by the livenig homest dnd compassionate . yet e had engoyed 5
the garl, ven '.h-\.".'-,""l he lelt great rermodie A000UL 0 8
Harkon Lukas (Darkiord of Kartakses): Lukas grew i years and nine killings Ratef—ecach of wh
Uz 3% masFit BITHH Pk Tellow woltweres. He assed foo Rim greater |:Ii1-_'-\.:l1|_..'-l,' Bt the dsfisation of he— | NH.E
many questions and hated solitude, which was unnat- was pulled inio Kavenhadt, As he wis drasm n oy U
ural for his species. When he reached adulthood, Lukas dark powners. his personality split. His alted-ego. knos
atiernpled 1o wnify a group of wrHlwieres inlo a8 armall i the people of Mova Yaasa as Malken, [s an evil kil
tribe, Bt e soldsry Crealufes shunmed ium who heeds upon Sir Trisien's secret jealousies i
Lukss sesthed with rage and embarked on a Killimg anqemn, savagely brutaliting the women [Hiver
spies, ventng his wtath on the nnocend. When his rage and murderng the men who sland o the way of b
cooled e decided 1o enter the warld of men, for these drsinos
extremely expressive creatures fascinated him. Far a Even in his twilight years, Sir Hisegaard is very
jong time, he hunted and killed the wolves and were- the ladies' man, and many women—peasants gl
widves that infested the mouniainous landscages. Then nobles alike—vie for hin fawars, for be shoaers thet
are .-,gh-l_ he came (ace o lace with Barovie's vampire wilh expenslve gifts. St others do thelr best |
hord, Strahd von Zetovich. and Harkon Lukas barely hin attention. Adter all, several ol his past lovers have
escaped with his bife, fiecing into the Mists. When he died mysterions, valent deaths, and even mare Ravd
emerged, he was the Jord of Karlakass. been left malmed and scarred bevond recagrili
Marhon's greales] desine s o rule, He 2 Slever, per-
sistent, calculating, and quite capabie of making keng- Renier, Jacqueline {Darklord of Rishamulot
range phons. The dark pewers goave him an entire Jacqueline was borm o wererat. She and her famaly
dormaln 1o nele. ye! B has nothing of consegquentce ol made thelr home beneath Falliavnla, When Direkos
hirm to control, Karakass has only 2 few small villages, finally tired of their murdering and pillering, he dis-
and the forests are filled with nonmal wildlile, by his paiched his troops Lo sweep through the sewers, exle
eyes. being the darkiond of Kartakass (5 o pale shadow minaling every creatiune they encountered. Some { the
ol what troe ruberabhip means. welerals, Incheding the Renkers, sacaped ato th vurla
The Mists openod up new lands for Jacqueeline 2
Harlik (Darkdoid of Hazlan): Becawss of his aptitude her family. Her grandiather Clasde became darkioid of
for magic, Hazitk made some powerful enamies in the Richemulot, Jecqueline was a dark star, schooled =vl
school he adended. To humiliate him, Hazlii's rivals by ber evil grandfather, In the year 726 of the Barovan
kiknapped hir and tattoced him with symbols of femi. calendar, the murdered him and took control of the
ity Hazlik swowe vengeante ugEDn hils enemibes and domain, Since then, the P'::'Lllﬂ':.‘:"’n fhaes grosm eviEr
devoted himacl fully 1o his Craft moee with the anval of refugees frodn other Lasds
One pdghl, Hazllk Caimie Upon Dne of his nvals Jacqueline revels In her anlmal noture, buf she o 8
ergaged in romantc pursuils, Cachang the ':"_""'-" husty cresture, However, she ks cursed Lo gulomalics
unawares, Haalik shew them both, Mists rose from the revert 1o ral form in the pressnce of anyone she loves
ground, and he wos granted the damain of Harlan tndartunstely for her, she is enamosed ol o tuamarn male
For all his grand plans, sach night Hazlik still degams named Henrl DuBots, Since her last unauccessiu
o his humiistion af the hands ol his enemiles. inhis ﬂl.‘l_-tﬂ'l‘}l ta make him her wererak slave, his wiwie
dreams, be is always weak and cowardly, while they aboults are unknown.
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Soth [(Darklord of Sithicus); Soth wan & laller
knight of the Solarmmis Orders on the world of Kryme
When e Hinaprea of labar was abouf fo cal _— T
eatasiysm. the gods gave Solh a chande 1o
nemsed by saving the world. Soth, hoeeyver, was die

recied frorm Ris guest By petty (ealousy. and the result

el ]

) eeatTietion Kalled indosd millbisns, Sath i
In the Catamily as wel, bul he rose 8000, 4 fire-raw
mged mockery of Ris former sell, curied to live the
Innageh of each life thal was loal because of his inact

Solddy gasabexd on ar unfeeting, ancanng slale for cen
Rurkes, wrtll the inmeT e of 8 warror waoman aarmeed
Kitlara {rh Matar stimred something within him. Because
he caued her desth in an attempt o
nal companion, he was doormed bo become the darkiord
of Sithicus

Lord Scith now teigrs from Medragaard Keep, A gift
of the dath praers I"- cadtie launts Bim meicilassly,
far it constanty charces size and shape so that ho-can-
ot malndsin the Nasleas millitary order to whikch he s
accuslbomed, Soth's greateal deside la 2l ta possess
Kitiara, thaugh he never seemis o catch more than
echoes of her paising

w1 Ajnd

fridkEe er Mo elns

The Thiee Sisters (Dacklords of Tepesi): Soaon after
Lavesda, Leticia, and Lorinds were born, their mothes
Mekened and died. Their Father tnaucoesshall
trying to rikd himaself of the a rs. bast he eveniually
coepled (e lact that they eoudd not b ditmissed
damanding that they kKeop his house Uidy and cook for
hm and hla sons

Often left o themsebves, the girls spent much time
PhaEing huoss th ey would leave the farm belind, They
needed gold to make it on their own, but they did not
i wihere Lo gt it Thery, a wealthy man sought shel-
bet al the larm one wanmy night. and they murdened
him for his money, Rather than bBury the body, they
cocked b o stew snd served o thel ERSUSPECTnG
fathes and heothers, That plan worked so well thal they
conlinied the practice for several years.

E'u;'nl:uq.lj- they realired that they could not make
snough money this way, 30 they decided o entice some
traveler 1o tabie Lhew wway, Belore long, a rogulsh dandy
came along. but he had no niention of taking any of
e away with him. nstead, be masterfully played them
lﬂ-‘ﬁﬂlt gach other until thelr jealousy bot one another
PEded, l:,ll:u-'|-|.-|r:-|!,-I they murdered Rim 40 thal none
woukd lose him, but 25 they did 30, Lhe Mists clalmed
Ehem, depositing therm in the new domain ol Tepest

v 50k about

Timothy, Alfred (Darklord of Verbrek): Allred is the
500 of Mathan Timothy, weresoll and former dadkdord of
Arkendale Mathan paid little sttention 1o his $o0, 50
Alfred left Arkandale while still o young man and wan-
aetied tho Demlpl.qr:r fast o wehibe

Much |ater, after a night of slaughtesing sheep, Alfred
Was captured by some townspeople who wene going 1o
burn him alive, A band of ¥Vistani rescued him, The
leader agreed to got Alfred free il he would promise o
grant safe passage 5o all Vistani he might encounter in
his Wfetime, Though Alfred agreed. as soon os he was st

— gy,

Wﬂff/// /

thi
r :
Visdanl escorl, beoomes “pams " —maaniosg both “prey” '.',f""
mernd Tl e A T o ol Bry ERe et e v
i abrbpped ol all possess 4 ndodrned thal ey I
have hall an hour B0 run, Wheen Lhe trne sopated, e i
wotewalves begin the e, i the “gome” can reach the |I_,.-"
e el Dredcere RS CPepIunes CabCh up, he bves, [r R 1}
nErTes] Oof BEGFE, Uve Cheafures Iy Fanl axtra e | [
WL LT wihDse atndiby 10 el S ohyviowsly oosor. T hern -
BEAM, ENEY May Dot : 1
Tristesss (Darklond of Keeningl: This young sfadow el |I
BEENSsMAla0 A diow high poestess of Lolth end kool con | 4
L of the termiple hevoelf F
her owTi pureoses. Thows Bl o wos oulls n r o
Arak, irdtesss perpissed in speeaciing her ovil teachings | :
When &he wak leual Y CAREET G, Trisde w8 arl et Doy #H

were slaked i the ground on B suilace of Arass Urables l

Eo hode T the san, wiuch B deadhy 1o ehadosw oy

ahe afd Fei I"-.'!.‘l-"wlll;-lurli.:.' e U0 S Coaelly Fays ! "H
H'i--l"-l"'l_ Triptesan's il Ml oW S0 greal th M I
Wi Nt death, 4 was awerded her owm dormain. She |
o Fules Réeening, whene she haents s lands a8 5 | A
banahes, cursed 10 fosever seapch fior her bosl baby. Sha P
o |' ol _I_.FJ_ '-'||‘|'| !]-Irl_ el e B =F Bpges :'-\:h. o Th e I' F
destroving those shie encourleit with Fe prtih | wial | "I::"
1 Bhlikoy, Uik {Darklord of YValachan: Von | ’
I“.'.:Iht.'l-' WES DO & panther, bl & witddd tranalormed .-""'
him into & full grosen Duman angd traned Rorm 80 comi E rﬁ
bat, Becagze of ki felise heditas &, e -:.5.;\.1_.-.,‘.1.3 ] ?
sirong tendency (oward violence and reachsiy i
In his tiavels, he arned of Azalins ecret :_|||_|-_r_‘! |II
police, the Kargat, so he sought oul a vampine to Induct |
hirrt dilis the ranks, When his master was kijled fwenty
yedrs loler, he fied o the Mists once mcre, This time l
the dark powes embraced him and created the dorain
ol valachan, |
‘Wihile prowiing aboul hin new prison. he fowsd & amall
statuciie of B ol in the lower reackss o 15 L._-n.“: e l
rransiormed inlo & living beazt and Blanded Var BEarkow
auch was his confidence n his kadly might that he did
nol fear L, =0 e cat mauled him badly. To this day, that 'i
magical IRem s the only th ry et trisy Fesry |
Vion Zarovich, Stiahd (Darklord of Barowia): ARer -
making his pact with “Desth,” Strahd was pullsd nto 1"'
Ravenioll, wheire he became the st darkbord. Thaugh J_
Strahd is an anclent vamplie and the sbsolie ruler ol ’
Basovia; b suffers the cunse of fodever seeking out 4

Tatyann, o no avall Her body was newer found alter
tha plunged from the ower balilemends of Caslle
Raven|of. and through the years there have Baten i
repeated shgnlings of women who w0 clodely resemble }l
Takyana thai they could only be e reincarmations :
Findlng one af these women, olin alng hed, and Mnally 'I !
wirtnlng her love is Slrahd's obsessbon, Strahd would do 1
almost anything 1o cegan Tatyvana
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